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« Signs in sign languages are created by a combination of five linguistic parameters, which means that each

sign can be "broken down" into five parts.

 In order to correctly acquire each character, pay attention to each of its parameters:

1. Hand shape

2. Location

3. Palm orientation

4. Movement of the sign
5. Non-manual signals

« Non-manual sign signals are most often thought to serve only to express
emotions. They are much more than that and have a great grammatical

role and can be grouped into eight groups:

1.shape of the lips — partial or complete pronunciation of words

2. (so-called mouthing) and specific shapes and movements of the lips
3.direction of view

4.eyebrow position

5.blinking



6. head movement

7. nodding/shaking the head

8. rotating the upper body

9. tilting the body and shrugging the shoulders.

Like the movement of the sign, this parameter represents a great challenge for beginners in learning sign language and
is most often resisted.

International Sign Vocabulary

The lexicon of International Sign is made by negotiation between signers. IS signers reportedly use a set of signs from

their own national sign language mixed with highly iconic signs that can be understood by a large audience. Many, not
to say most, signs are taken from American Sign Language during the past 30 years. In 1973, a committee created and

standardized a system of international signs. They tried to choose the most understandable signs from diverse sign
languages to make the language easy to learn for not only the Deaf but for both interim management and an everyday
observer.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Sign_Language

IS interpreter Bill Moody noted in a 1994 paper that the vocabulary used in conference settings is largely derived
from the sign languages of the Western world and is less comprehensible to those from African or Asian sign
language backgrounds. A 1999 study by Bencie Woll suggested that IS signers often use a large amount of
vocabulary from their native language, choosing sign variants that would be more easily understood by a

foreigner.

In contrast, Rachel Rosenstock notes that the vocabulary exhibited in her study of International Sign was largely
made up of highly iconic sighs common to many sign languages:

Over 60% of the signs occurred in the same form in more than eight SLs as well as in IS. This suggests that the
majority of IS signs are not signhs borrowed from a specific SL, as other studies found, but rather are common to
many natural SLs. Only 2% of IS signs were found to be unique to IS. The remaining 38% were borrowed (or "loan")
signs that could be traced back to one SL or a group of related SLs.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bencie_Woll

International Sign has a simplified lexicon. In IS for example, the English who, what, and how are all translated
simply to what. Another example of this simplified lexicon is the location of the sign itself.

IS will use movements on the chest to indicate feeling signs, and signs near the head will indicate cognitive
activity. There have been several attempts at making dictionaries for IS.

However, these lack detailed information on data collection, nor do they describe the exact meaning or how
the signs should be used. This causes difficulty for training and teaching people in IS, as there is no empirical
evidence.

Manual alphabet:

The manual alphabet of IS belongs to the French family of manual alphabets, specifically in a subgroup around to
the modern American manual alphabet. However, some letters differ in a few finger positions to the American

alphabet.
IS numbers larger than five are, unlike in ASL, performed by two hands.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manual_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_manual_alphabet

IS Grammar:
Very little is known about the grammar of IS. It tends to use fewer mouthings and often has a larger signing space. The

use of mouth gestures for adverbials is emphasized.
People communicating in IS tend to make heavy use of:

 role play,

« index and reference locations in the signing space in front of the signer, on the head and trunk, and on the non-
dominant hand,

 different movement repetitions,

o size and shape delineation techniques using handshapes and extensions of movements of the hands (Size and Size
Specifiers, SASS), and a feature common to most sign languages: an extensive formal system of classifiers used in
verbs/predicates (classifiers are handshapes used to describe things, handle objects, and represent a few
semantic classes that are regarded by IS signers to be widespread in sign languages, helping them to overcome
linguistic barriers).

A paper presented in 1994 suggested that IS signers "combine a relatively rich and structured grammar with a severely
impoverished lexicon". Supalla and Webb (1995) describe IS as a kind of a pidgin, but conclude that it is "more
complex than a typical pidgin and indeed is more like that of a full sign language".
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